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had spanned the river he would only |
be one among many. |

L1, this she sald quietly but with |
an alr of sincerity that could not

be doubted. Into my life, that had
nover known the meaning of a ro
mance, had come romance in the per-

gon of a charming woman. In a way |
could understand that a high strung,
sentimental girl should have ideal
lzed her father and made a hero of
him, but I am naturally a susplefous
man and my training had made moe
cynical. My guide through life has al
ways heen to search for & motive,

“Well,"” T sald to her, and purposely
my volee was cold, “how doea this
Interest me?"

“I am coming to that," she replied;
and then she went to tell me that
after her father died the men who
owned the bridge had a sudden gpasm
of generogity and in recognition of
his services had given her a few
shares of atock In the company,
which every yoar had become more
valuable and had pald larger divi
dends, Meanwhile she had married
n rising young lawyer, who, after n
couple of terms In the Jeglslature,
which gave her an Insight Into poli
tles and the way legislation Is con-
ducted, went down before an attack
of typhold fever. Practically her en
tire fneome had como from the divl
dends pald by her bridge shares,

All went well untll a few years
fore when the insiders bogan to crowd
out the minority shareholdera by re
ducing the dividends, depressing the
market price of the stock, and creat
ing the impression that the company
was not making as much money as
formerly. Being a woman unfamilliar
with business and nolt having any
moans of ascertaining the truth, Mrs
Watson had to accept these siate
ments, but when an offer was made
to buy her stock at a low figure she
refused for sentimental reasons.
Kvery year the dividends were cul
until she was forced to supplement
her income by outside work.

When the rival bridge company
came Into the fleld Mrs. Watson had
persuaded her people to send her to
Washington to look after their inter.
ests, and while some of them objected
to employing a woman, she was
finally able to convince them she
could be of more service than & man
and the Job was turned over to her.
When she told me this 1 exclaimed:

“So it Is you I've been fighting, and
I've got to thank you for blocking my
game."

“Yeu,” she replied with a saucy 1t-
tle togs of her head. "I was onto

you from the beginning and it
amused me to be able to keep you
guessing, 1 am not surprised thut

you got Shropton,” the man to whom
I had paid $5.000. *“I always mis
trusted him and suspected that he
was the kind of man who wouldn't
stay bought.”

“1 don't want to pay you any fool-
igh compliments,” 1 sald, “but I take
off my hat here and now to you and
admit there are things you can teach
me, If you want to conslder an offer
of a partnership I shall be glad to
make it, for I believe that the two of
us would make a flourighing flrm."

1 was still young and unmarried,
and the partoership that I wanted to
offer her was something I hoped she
would consider of more value than
slmply a share In my business, for I
knew then that she was the woman 1
wanted for my wife,

“l have the offer of a partnership
already under consideration,” she re-
plied with a slight alr of embarrass
ment; and hastily added, “But there
will be time enough to tulk about that

later. Now it Is Important to get
down to business.”
“In what way?" 1 asked,

“To see that your bill Is passed.”

“But that would be to betray your
people, and L 1 hesitated because
it was difficult to say that I couldn't
be party to her treachery.

“You may call it betrayal if you

1ike,"” she sald with a flash in her
eyes, “but I dom't think you will
blame me when you know all. Since |

I have been In Washington the bridge
company has passed its dividend on

the ground that if the other bridge |
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A Building "Education

Packed in This Booklet

For Anyone About to Build a Home
or Planning for the Future

That's what interests ever
and here i3 a book on Modern Home
begins with how to select a desirable site and goes on through every
important problem of construction that the home-builder has to meet.

The best knowledge and latest experience of recognized architects
and builders fill its pages with vital facts that make every word worth
reading—the kind of facts that will make you exclaim “that’s exactly
Whether you are planning a modest
cottage or a pretentious dwelling, this book is indispensable.

Simply putting up walls and laying a roof does not make a home.

Among other things, the booklet tells about the right base for inside plas-
tering and outside stucco, Kno-Burm Expanded Me

We send this valuabls Booklat for ten cents to
Ash For booklet No. l".
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R. E. CHALMERS & 0.,

538 So. Mhn!t CHICAGO
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